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Group Seeks To Support Responders

Foundation formed to raise funds for police and public safety needs

BY CALIN RILEY

In the nearly two decades that
Annie Falk has served on the
board of the Palm Beach Police &
Fire Foundation, she says she has
witnessed the community there
transform in many positive and
meaningful ways, thanks o the
work of the foundation, which
was created to help support the
area’s first responders and their
families and forge ties between
members of those departments
and the community at large.

Which is why she says she and
her husband, Michael Falk, were
eager to replicate the same kind
of s s in the other commu
nity they call home: Southamp-
ton \Illage

That’s how the \mnh.unpmn

Sports Inc./Dorson Sports Inc.
from 1988 until 2011. The com-
pany manufactured and distrib-
uted sports products throughout
the United States under various
brand names. In 2004, he estab-
lished Moran Inc,, and served as
the president and CEO through
2011. Moran Inc. was responsible
for the manufacturing and dis-
tribution of consumer ucts
under the Rubbermaid name as
well as private label,

Last week, Annie Falk spoke
about why she and her husband,
with the help of Moran,
create the new foundation.

“The idea was
by the work I'v
Beach," she sai y really
made a meaningful difference in
not only the lives of the lml -

but in the

Public Safety was
born.

The Falks teamed up with Palm
Beach Police & Fire Foundation
founder Tim Moran to create the
new nonprofit this year, which
has a mission statement “to en-
hance public safety and commu-
nity well-being in S

ll 's been really amazing to watch
as it has evolved. It has brought
the community together in a way
I've not seen any other communi-
ty organization do.”

Both the Palm Beach founda-
tion and the burgeoning South-

by supporting our police depart-
ment through funding, resourc-
es, and programs that foster trust,
collaboration, and excellence in
policing”
The Falks are philanthropists
who split their time veen
Palm Beach and Southampton.
Through their foundation, they
support causes that are “dedi-
cated to improving the lives of
children and to pre: -rvulg our
by an-

ampton fon have four
main objectives, Falk explained.
Money raised through the foun-
dation will go toward funding
the purchase of equipment and
covering the cost of technology
upgrades and training that ar-
en't already covered by the vil-
lage budget; offering educational
scholarships to the children of
police officers; supporting well-
ness and mental health

Southampton Village Police Captain Christopher Wetter and Officer Lisa

McCulley.

round, deserve that same level
of support,” she said, “And | feel
like the community here needs
to bend better with the first re-
sponders, IUs just about a de-
sire to keep us safe, keep the first
responders safe, and make sure
they have the resources and rec-
ognition they need to do their
job well.

Falk said that she, her by o
and Moran began havinginformal

with South

for first responders; and ¢
outreach

imals and conserving natural
resources. The foundation also
supports and funds nonprofit or-
ganizations responding to en-
emergencies that
y affect families and
negatively impact the environ-
ment”

Moran, who is now retired, was
the president and CEO of Apple

ol .
Correction

In an article in the July 17 edition
of The Press, “Teen Helps Raise
$100,000 for Monument,” the ar-
ticle misstated the facts about the
names inscribed on the monu-
ment in Agawam Park in South-
ampton Village. The

m help build better relationships
and understanding between the
police force and first respond-
ers, and the community mem-
bers they serve.

“The impact is that the com-
munity really understands with
greater clarity what our first re-
sponders go through on a day-
to-day basis serving us,” Falk said
of the foundation model, and the
impact she saw it have in Palm
Beach. “There was more of a mu-
tual respect and appreciation that
didn’t exist before.”

Falk and her husband are long-
time part-time residents of South-
ampton Village, and she said they
wanted to do for this community
what's been done in Palm Beach.

“I've spent many, many years
here in and I feel

includes the numes of local veter
ans who served in World War [, not
just those who died during the war.

like our own local police, who
are deeply committed o protect-
ing this unique community, year

Village leaders and public safety
officials about a year ago, pitch-
ing their idea for the foundation.
The Southampton Public Safety
Foundation is a 501{c)(3) non-
profit, and will operate entirely
independently, Falk said, with a
board of directors, which current-
ly includes her and her husband
as well as Moran, They are look-
ing to add more board members
from the Southampton Village
community, mainly civic lead-
ers and those with experience in
public safety. The foundation will
raise money through events and
direct donations.

Falk said that the Southampton
ge police officers they spoke
with about the foundation — in-
cluding Police Chief Suzanne
Hurteau, were “very open-mind-
ed and welcoming” of the foun-
dation and what it can offer.

“A lot of the questions were
around what are the legalities of
this, can we accept scholarships,

things like that” she said. "And
the answer is yes."

Falk said that the foundation
has attorneys who worked on the
bylaws, and added that because
of everything they went through
to set up the Palm Beach founda-
tion, they have a blueprint for this

For his part, Moran said he
was happy to embark on anoth
er project with the Falks, He said
that Annie Falk has been “instru-
mental” in the growth of the
Beach foundation since joining
the board just two years after it
was created. He spoke about why
a nonprofit public safety founda-
tion s so beneficial for a commu-
nity and its police force and first
responders.

“It comes down to, a communi-
ty makes a community,” he said.
“When the community gets in-
volved and works together with
public safety, good things will
happen. You want to support
the people that support you, and
safety is one of the most import-
ant features of anybody's life."

Both Moran and Falk pointed
out that there are many similari-
ties between the Palm Beach and
Southampton communities —
the seasonal nature of the popu-
lation there, the fact that both are
coastal communities, and that,
geographically, they are roughly
the same size. They also deal mm
many of the same quality

Public Safety F
Annie Falk and Michael Falk.

Gene Bernstein, Southampton Village Police Chief Suzanne Hurteau,

and Kathleen Walsh.

issues, including traffic problems,
which has been the biggest topic
on the minds of Southampton
residents for a long time, particu-
larly during the summer months.

Hurteau, who was at the launch
event last week with sever-
al members of her police force,
sald earlier in the week that she’s
eager to see what the foundation
will bring to the community as it
embarks on its first year.

“We're happy and grateful for
this opportunity that the Falks
and Tim Moran are building out
here in this communi
“1 look forward to seeing what
they can do”

“We are thankful for support,
and are looking forward to work-
ing with the new
foundation, whi
provide our local police with ad-
ditional resources to keep the vil-
lage safe,” he said. “The village is
always appreciative when mem-
bers of the community go above
and beyond to support the village
and our first responders.

“In addition to the police foun-
dation, one of the families in
the village hosted a thank-you
party for our volunteer firefight-
ers this summer. And just last
week, another village family host-
ed ‘n [undmlwv to support the

Mayor Manger also
gratitude for the foundation, and
said it was another example of
the community coming together

i ood.

o create B

to the
\1|Iage s Wnrld War I Memorial in
Agawam Park. This type of com

munity collaboration is heart-
warming and truly inspiring”




